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Of Religion in $ eneral, and of the Grounds | and 
Reaſons of the | 


Chriſtian £2 in particular. 


HAT do you underſt and by 
Religion? 
Anſw. By Religion, I un- 


. 5 9 all thoſe Duties we owe to 

Br: God, to other Men, and to 
our ſelves, ariſing — a Principle of Love to God, 
and to Mankind ; or thus : Pure Religion, and un- 
defiled before God, even the Father, is. this ; to vi- 
fit the Fatherleſs a and Widows in their Affliction, and 
to keep our ſelves unſpotted from the World; to love 
the Lord our God with all our Hearts, and our Neigh- 
boursas our ſelves; and to live ſoberly, righteoully, and 
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4A Iiſtruction in the Chriſtian Religion, 
godly, in this preſent World, James 1. 27. Mat. 22. 
93 cdit. 3. 12 n 
Quelt. 2. What is the firſt Principle of all Religion? 
Anſw, The firſt and leading Principle of all Reli- 
gion is, To believe that there is a God, the Maker 


_ of all Things, and the ſupreme Governour of the 


World, Heb. 11. 6. 

Quelt. 3. How does it appear that there is a God? 

Anſw. By the Things that are made, it evidently 
appears, that there is an cteftnal Power and God- 
head, a firſt Cauſe, who js moſt powerful, wiſe and 
good, Rom. 1. 20. EW 

Queſt. 4; How do you prove that this eternal Being, 
this fir i Cauſe, is moſt powerful, wiſe, and good? 

Anſw. That the eternal Being, and firſk Cauſe of 


all Things, is poſſeſſed of infinite Power, Wiſdom - 


and Goodneſ*:, appears from the Effects he has pro- 
duced ; for, ſince we our ſelves, and all other Beings, 
have derived our Exiſtence, and all the, Powers we 
have, from him, it is plain, he muſt be poſſeſſed of 
Almighty Power ; ſihce we are endowed with Rea- 
ſon and Underſtanding, with Knowledge and Wiſ- 
dom, he, who made us, muſt, of Neceffity, be an in- 


telligent Being; and, ſince he has implanted in us ſuch 


Degrees of Perfection, ſuch good and virtuous At- 
fections, and ſuch Capacities of Happineſs, as we 
find our felves poſſeſſed of, we muſt conclude, that 
he is a Being of moſt perfect Goodneſs, Pfal. 94. 
10, 11. | — 5 

Queſt. 5. Can you give any farther Illuſtration of this 
Argument? 

Anſw. When we look up unto the Heavens, and 
conſider the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars; when we 
look downwards to the Earth, and conſider all the 
Conveniencies it affords us; when we reflect on the 
Structure and Frame of our awn Bodies, and when 
we conſider the Variety, the Order, and Harmony 
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that 1s to be obſerved in all theſe, We cannot but dif- 
cern many plain Inſtances of Deſign and Contrivance, 
of Almighty Power, and overflowing Goodneſs, Pſ. 
8. and 19. 1. 6, and 33. 5. and 104. 24. and 139. 
14, 15, 16. Act 14. 17. and 17. 25, 28. 

Queſt. 6. Hath God made any Revelation of his 
Wil t0 Mankind 7 N \ 

Auſw. Beſide the Light of Nature, which he hath 
aftorded unto all Men, he hath at ſundry Times, and 
in divers Manners, ſpoken, in Times paſt, unto the 
Fathers by the Prophets, and, in theſe laſt Days, he 
hath ſpoken unto us by his Son, Rom. 2. 14. Heb. 1. 
1, 2. S 

Queſt. 7. What do you underſtand by the Light of Na- 
ture? 

Anſw. By the Light of Nature, I underſtand that 
Senſe of moral Good and Evil, which God hath im- 
planted in our Minds; and that Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding he hath given us, by which he hath made 
himſelf known to us, and ſhewed us what is good, 
and what he hath required of us. by 

Queſt. 8. Mat Need was there of any other Reve- 
lation beſide the Light of Nature? TD 

Anſu. The Neceſſity of another Revelation, ber 
ſide the Light of Nature, ariſes trom this ; That Man- 
kind, in every Age, had greatly corrupted their Ways; 
they did ſoon fink into Idolatry and groſs Ignorance 
concerning God and Religion, and, in Proceſs of 
Time, had abuſed the natural Light that God had 
given them, ſo far as almoſt to extinguiſh it, which 
render'd a divine Revelation highly needful and ex- 
pedient; and therefore God, in his great Compaſſi- 
on to Mankind, was graciouſly pleaſed to ſend them 
Prophets, from Time to Time, to inſtru them in Re- 
ligion, and reform their Lives; and, at length, ſent his 
own Son into the World, to publiſh by himſelf. and 


his Apoſtles, the laſt and moſt perte&t Revelation 2 
is 


by way of Nueſtion and Anfwer, 5 : | j 


6 An Inflrutjion in the Chriſtian Religion, 
his Will, that he intended to make; and which might 


be of ſtanding and general Uſe to all Nations, and all 


Ages of the World, Gen. 6. 5. Act, 17. 22-31. 


Rom. 1. 21, 22. Eph. 4 17, 18, 19. 

Queſt 9. Hy doth it appear that the Prophets of old, 
and, in theſe laſt Days, Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
were ſent, by God, to reveal his Will to the World ? 

Auſw. It appears that they were ſent of God by 
the Docttines they taught, the Miracles they wrought, 
and the Spirit of Prophecy that was in them. 

Queſt. 19, bat was the Nature of the Dodctrines 
they taught? | | 

Anſw. The Doctrines they taught, were ſuch as 
were every way worthy of God, being fitted to pro- 
more the Cauſe of Virtue and true Religion, and 
thereby the Happineſs of Mankind ; and for this we 
need only to appeal to the Doctrines themſelves, as 
they are contained in the Books of the Old and New 
Teſtaments. Pſal. 19. 7-11. Luke 4. 22. John 7. 
„ 8.' ; 

Queſt. 11. How does this prove that a Perſon, who 


teaches ſuch Doctrines, is ſent of Cod? 


Anſw. This alone does not prove a Perſon to be 
ſent of God, but is only a neceſſary Qualification in 
one who pretends to be fo ; and without which, all 
the Miracles in the World are not a ſufficient Evi- 
dence to prove a divine Miſſion. | 

Queſt. 12. Du ſaid, that the ancient Prophets, aud 


Jeſus Chriſt with his Apoſtles, proved that they were ſent 


of God by the Miracles they wrought, tell me, What do 
you underſtand by a Miracle ? 

Anſw. By a Miracle, I underſtand an unnſual and 
extraordinary Work done by a Man, or at his Deſire, 
or in his Favour, which yet exceeds all the Art or 
Power of Men to do of themſelves. 

' Queſt. 13. / bat were the Miracles which Moſes, and 
the Prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, did work, to prove 
their divine Miſſion ? Anſw. 
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by way of Q weſtivn and Anfeer, 7 
Anſw. They performed a great Number of Mis. 
racles of various Kinds, ſuch as were the Signs and 
Wonders that Moſes did in the Preſence of Pharaoh, 
and the Egyptians; his opening a Paſſage through the 
Red-Sea for the {raelites ; Jaſbua doing the like in the 
River Jordan; the Walls of Jericho falling down, with- 
out any Force laid againſt them, after they had been 
encompaſſed about ſeven Days; with ſeveral other In- 
terpofitions of divine Providence in favour of that 
People, that are recorded in the Hiſtory of the Old 
Teſtament, But the Miracles that were done by Je- 
ſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, exceeded all that had ever 
been done before them ; for our Lord cauſed the 
| Blind to receive their Sight, the Lame to walk, the 
Lepers to be cleanſed, the Deaf to hear, the Dumb 
to ſpeak, the Dead to be raiſed : Ar one Time, he =_ 
fed four thouſand Men, beſide Women and Children, WI 
with ſeven Loaves and a few little Fiſhes, and they id 
did all eat, and were filled, and they took up of the 
broken Meat that was left ſeven Baskets full; at ano- 
ther Time, he fed five thouſand Men, beſides Wo- 
men and Children, with five Loaves and two Fiſhes, 
and they alſo did all eat, and were filled, and they 
took up of the Fragments that remained twelve Bas- 
kets full; he commanded the Winds and the Seas, 
| and they obey'd him ; he walked upon the Water, 
and enabled Peter, one of his Diſciples, to do the 
+ | like; and, after he had been crucified by his Enemies, 
„ | he roſe again from the Dead on the third Day, and 
at the end of forty Days, he aſcended up into Hea- 
ven, in a glorious triumphant Manner, in the Preſence * 
of his Diſciples; and, ſoon after that, he poured forth 
on his Diſciples, according to his Promiſe, the Gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt, ſo that they ſpake diftin&ly in all 
4 | Kinds of Languages, without any previous Inſtru&t- 
„ | on, they performed all the ſame Sorts of Miracles 
, | that Chriſt had done, beſide divers other Gifts — 
| Spi- 
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B As Hiſtruction in the Chriſtian Religion 
Spirit, with which they were endowed; and many 
of thoſe Miracles were wrought by the bare ſpeaking 
of a Word, and ſome of them at a Diſtance. Exod. 
in ſeveral Places. Pſal. 105. 26.---36. and 106. 9, 10, 
11. Toſh. 3. 14, 17. and 6. 20. Matt. 11. 5. and 
14. 15=---21. and 15. 32—-38. and 8. 23-27. 
and 14. 22-33. and 27. and 28 Chapters. Acts 2. 
1— 12. John 14. 12. 1 Cor. 12. 4=-L1. 

Queſt. 14. But how do Miracles prove that the Per- 
fon who works them is ſent of God, fince we find that the 
Magicians of Egypt wrought Miracles, at leaſt what ap- 
peared ſuch to the Spectators, which is in effect, the ſame 
Thing ; and-Simon Magus did ſuch ſurprizing Works, 
as made the People of Samaria believe that he was the 
great Power of God? Exod. 7. 11. 12. Afts 8. 9, 
Io, IT. | | 

Anſu. Miracles alone, and without any other Con- 
fideration, are not a ſufficient Evidence of a divine 
Miſſion, but the Nature and Tendency of the Do- 
ctrines which the Man that performs the Miracles 
teaches, muſt alſo be taken into the Argument; and 
then, if, upon Enquiry, it appears he teaches ſuch 


Doctrines as are uſeful to promote the Happineſs of 


Mankind, and worthy of a wiſe and good God to 
declare and publiſh to the World, it is reaſonable to 
believe that his Miracles are done by the Aſſiſtance 
either of God himſelf, or ſome good Angel at his 
Command, which is the ſame Thing in effect, and 
conſequently, that he has a Divine Commiſſion, and 
ſpeaks and acts in the Name of God; but if his 
Doctrines appear to be unworthy of the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God; if they be abſurd, inconſiſtent, 
or trifling ; eſpecially, if they be of a pernicious 
Tendency to the Cauſe of Virtue, we may conclude, 
that he is but a Deceiver and Impoſtor, and runs with- 
out being ſent. But if he pretends to no Divine Miſ- 
ſion himſelt, nor teaches any Doctrines at all, but on- 
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by way of 2 ueſtion and Anſer. 9 . 
ly works Miracles; in Oppoſition to thoſe who de 
we are {till to have Recourſe to the Doctrines as 
are taught by him, vr ho pretends to be a divine Meſ- 
ſenger, which, it they appear to be worthy of God, 
are a {ſufficient Vindication of his Pretenſions, not- 

' withſtanding the Miracles wrought in Oppoſition to 
him; tor in this Caſe, ſuch Miracles being done to 
oppoſe a wiſe and good Deſign, it is reaſonable to be- 
eve they are performed by the Aſſiſtance of evil Spi- 
rits; and, that the other being done with deſign to 
advance the Happineſs of Men, and the Glory of 
God, are performed by a divine Aſſiſtance; thougg 
in ſuch Caſes, whenever they happen, the Almighty bl 


God, ſuch is his Goodneſs, has always taken care, | 
| that the true Prophet ſhall be able, by the ſupericr - WM 
: Multitude, or greatneſs of his Miracles, above thoſe 


of the other, to vindicate his divine Miſſion, as was 
actually done in the Caſes referr'd to in the Queſti- 
on. And by theſe Marks may we always diſtinguiſh 
between the Miracles of God's Meſſengers, and thoſe 
that are at any Time done by falſe Prophets. Deut. 4 
13. 1, 2, 3. John 7. 16. and 14. 10. EE N 
Queſt. 15. Du ſeem by this Method of arguing, to 
| prove the Truth of the Prophet's Doctrines by his Mira- 
cles; and the Truth of his Miracles by his Do@rines ; 
which every one muſt allow to be a. falſe and deceitful way 
of Reaſoning; How do you anſwer this Exception againſt 
your Argument ? 
Auſw. I do nat prove the Truth of a Prophet's 
Doctrines by his Miracles, and the Truth of his Mi- 
racles by his Doctrines; but I only conſider the Ex- 
cellency of his Doctrines as a neceſſary Circumſtance 
or Condition, without which all the Miracles in the 
World could not prove a divine Miſſion, and with 
which his Miracles are a Proof, not properly of the 
Truth of his Doctrines, but rather of his divine Mil- 
B fion, 
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15 An Viſt ruction in the Chriſtian Religion, 


Pon, which being once proved, the Truth of his Do- | 
Aries muſt follow in Courſe. 


16. Tou ſaid, That the Antient Prophets, and 
1 Cheſt and x Apoſtles, did likewiſe 2 rap 
divine Miſſion by = — 9 9 e ; tell me, What do 
ſtand by a Hpirit of Prophecy 
fe, | och Spirit ot er I underſtand a 
Power of foretelling, certainly and infallibly, ſuch fu- 
ture Events as Men of themſelves cannot foreſee. "4 
Queſt. 17. Hou does a Spirit of Prophecy prove a di- 
1 F IE. * 
* Spirit of Prophecy proves a divine Miſ- 
ſion in the fame Manner as Miracles do; that is, not 
by it ſelf alone, nor even if Miracles were joined with 
it, but by taking into Conſideration the Poctrines 
that are taught by him who pretends to ſuch a Gitt ; 
and if it appear that a Perſon pretending hee 
Miſſion, teaches ſuch Doctrines as are worthy o 
God, and foretels ſuch Things as no Man could of 
himſelf foreſce, and the Event anſwers the Prediction, 
then it is reaſonable to believe, that his prophetick 
Gift is from God, and conſequently, that he is ſent 
Oueſt 18. Did Moſes and the Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles, foretel ſuch future Events as Men of 


Id not foreſee ? 
9 NN foretold a great many future E- 


mportance to the World, and {uch as no Man 
—_ _— without a Spirit of Prophecy ; 
the moſt of which = vr" 4g came to paſs, and ſome 
et to be fulfilled, Rev. 19. 10. | 
Quelt. 5 Lan you rehearſe ſome of thoſe things they ety 
Anſw. Maſes and the ancient Prophets 8 
many Things relating to the various Turns ot * 
perity and Adverſity, the Caprivitics, Diſperſions, ba 
Reſtorations, that the Jewſh Nation ſnould meet * : 
They foretold the coming of the Megſ;ah, and all the 
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by way of 2 ueſtion and Anſwer. 

give us lively Deſcriptions of his Perſon and Offices, 
his Sufferings, and the Glory that ſhould follow, and 
the Succeſs and Propagation of his Goſpel. Jeſus 
Chrift foretold his own Death; the Manner and Cir- 
cumſtances of it; his Reſurrection from the Dead on 
the third Day; his Aſcenſion into Heaven; the mira- 
culous Gifts of the Spirit beſtqwed on the Apoſtles; 
he Deſtruction of Feruſalem, with all the particular 
ircumſtances of it; the Diſperſion of the Jews thro' 
all Nations; the Succeſs and Propagation ot his Goſ- 
pel, and the Efficacy it ſhould have for the Converſion 
and Reformation of the World. The Apoſtles fore- 
told, that Errors, Sects, and Schiſms, ſhould ariſe in 
the Chriſtian Church ; and particularly that a grand 
Apoſtacy from the Purity of the Chriſtian Faith, 
Worſhip, and Obedience, ſhould happen in the lat- 
ter Times; that a certain ſpiritual Tyranny ſhould be 
erected over the Minds and Conſciences of Men, which 
ſhould prevail for a long Time, but, at length, be bro- 
ken and deſtroyed : This is the principal Subje& of 
the Revelation of John. They foretel the Converſion 
of the Jews to the Faith of Chriſt, and with that the 
coming in of the Fulneſs of the Gentiles; when the 
whole World ſhall be enlightened with the Know- 
ledge of the true God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
Now all theſe are Things of a very contingent Na- 


11 


ture, and ſuch as no Man could certainly foretel of 


himſelf; all of them that relate to the Times already 
paſt, have been exactly fulfilled, as appears both from 
the Sacred and Civil Hiſtory, and thoſe that are yet 
to be accompliſhed, as we have reaſon to believe they 
ſhall be fulfilled in their Seaſon ; ſo, when they are, 
they will be a farther Confirmation of the Truth of 
the Goſpel. Gen. 49. 10. Deut. 18. 15----19. and 28 
throughout. Pſal. 2. 16. 22. $9. 110. Hai. 7. 14. 
and 9. 6, 7. and 11 and 12 entire. and 40. 3. and 
42. I---4. 44. 28, and 45. in ſeveral Places; and 52, 
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12 An Inſruftion in the Chriſtian Religion, 
535 54 Chapters, and 55. and 61. 1, 2, 3. Ferem. | 
P Daniel, and the Goſpels, Atts, Epiſtles, Revelations. + an 
Queſt. 20. Mhat is the Sum of what has leen ſaid 
concerning the Proofs of divine Revelation? lic 
Anſw. The Sum of what has been ſaid is this: of 
Maſes and the Prophets appeared in the World as the tri 
Meſlengers of God, to the Jeu⸗ of old, to reveal his eve 
Will to them, and inſtruct them in the Knowledge, 9 Hi 
the true God and his Laws; Jefus Chriſt came in | 
the World as the Son of God, to publiſh the laſt and rid 
moſt perfect Diſpenſation of Religion that God in- of 
tended to make; and the Apoſtles were ſent by him p 
to be his Witneſſes to the Ends of the Earth, and to we! 
preach Repentance for the Remiſſion of Sins in his the 
Name, among all Nations, and teaching them to ob- req 
ſerve al Things that he had commanded ; all theſe fort 
did teach molt excellent Doctrines, ſuch as were wor- imp 
thy of God, and uſeful to promote the Happineſs of 1. 
Mankind; and to confirm their divine Miſlon accor- 0 
ding to their ſeveral Characters, they did ſuch Works 4 
as far exceeded all human Art and Power, and fore- ing 
told many future Events, which none could foreſee true 
but God, and which accordingly came to paſs; and ance 
therefore there is all the Reaſon in the World to re: thin; 
ceive them as true Prophets, and their Doctrines as is to 
{ divine Revelations. pro 
1 Queſt. 21. But how does it appear to us that the anci- falſe 
ent Prophets, and Feſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, did really ſhips 
teach ſu h Doctrines as are aſcribed to them, aud perform liſhin 
the miraculous Works, and foretel the future Events that read. 
are reported oft em? | | and 
"Anſw. Theſe Things are all recorded in Writing Score 
in the Books of the Old and New Teſtament. ſoluti 
neſt. 22. But bow does it appear th us that theſe Forg 
Books contain a true and authentick Hiſtory 2 3-41. (5.4: - _ 
Anſu. Becanſe they were written by Men who Worl 
had all the Qualifications of true and credible Hiſto- the \ 


rians in the moſt eminent Degree. /Quelt. 23: 
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Queſt. 23» What are thoſe Qualifications that render 
an Hiſtorian worthy of. Credit? — 5 


Auſu. The principal (: 
ſtorian, are Ability to know and judge of the Truth 


ot what he reports, and Integrity to write nothing as 


true, but what he ſincerely believes to be ſo; where- 


ever thoſe Qualifications are found, they render an 


Hiſtorian highly worthy of Credit. 
Queſt. 24. How does it appear that the ſacred Hiſto- 
rians had ſufficient Ability to know and judge of the Truth 
of what they have reported? | 
Anſw, Becauſe they teſtify what they themſelves 
were Eye and Ear- witneſſes of; what their Eyes ſaw, 


their Ears heard, and their Hands handled ; what 
required no great Penetration to judge of, and there» 


fore they were in no Danger ot being deceived, or 


impoled on themſelves. John 20. 1 John 1. 2. 2 Pet. 


I. 16. 8 
aeſt. 25. How does their Integrity appear? 


Anſw. Their Integrity and Faichfulneſs, in relate 
ing nothing bat what they ſincerely believed to be 
true, appears, from hence, that there was no Appears» 
ance of a falſe and deceitful Diſpoſition in them, no- 
thing like Fraud or Deſign to impoſe upon the World 
is to be ſeen in their Hiſtory; nor could they have 
propoſed any Advantage to themſelves by giving a 
talſe Teſtimony; they ſuffered many grievous Hard- 
ſhips, and expoſed themſelves to many Dangers in pub- 
liſhing their Teſtimony to the World; and they were 


ready to lay down their Lives in Confirmation of it ; 


and many of them were actually put to Death onthat 
Score, and ſuffered with invincible Courage'and Re- 
ſolution, and with the greateſt Meekneſs, Patience, and 
Forgiveneſs ; and they knew before-hand that they 
were to meet with this Kind of Treatment from the 


World, for declaring their Teſtimony, and publiſhing + 
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the Will of God, yet engaged in it, a plain Evid 
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14 An Iuſtruction in the Chriſtian Religion, 
that they did not follow cunningly deviſed Fables; 
that they were no Cheats and Impoſtors, but the true 
Prophets, and Servants, and Apoſtles of the living 
God, who declared unto Men the Way of Salvation. 

Queſt. 26. Cam you produce any further Evidence of 
the Truth of the Fatis recorded in the ſacred Hiſtory ? 

Anſw. There is this farther to be ſaid of the Truth 
of the Facts, that there is nothing incredible in them; 
nothing but what is very probable; and likely enough 
to be true; and the Circumſtances of them are ſuch, 
as makes it morally impoſſible that they could have 
been impoſed on the World as real Facts, if they had 
not, indeed, been ſo. 

Queſt. 27. Phat are thoſe Circumſtances? 

Anſw. The Miracles, and other Facts related in 


this Hiſtory, are reported to have been ſo many, and 


various, done in ſuch a publick Manner, before ſo 


many Spectators, and upon ſo many different Occaſi- 


ons, that if they had not really been done, the Hiſto- 
ry of them could never have been received in the 
World. Deut. 7. 18, 19: and 11. 27. Acts 2. 22. 
and 26. 26. | 


Queſt. 28. Can you explain what you ſay by an In- 
ſtance? 

Anſw. Moſes (for Inſtance) could never have made 
the Children of Iyrael believe that he led them through 
the Red-Sea, as on dry Land; that God ſpake to 
them from Mount Sinai, and gave them a Law in a 
molt aſtoniſhing Manner; and that he led them in the 
Wilderneſs for the Space of Forty Years, ſupporting 
them by daily Miracles, if theſe Things had not been 


really done; nor could Joſhua have made them be- 


lieve that they were brought through the River Jor- 
dan, as on dry Land; and that the Walls of Fericho 
fell down, without any Force laid againſt them, after 
they had been encompaſſed about ſeven Days, if no 


make 


ſuch Things had been done; for it is impoſſible to 
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by way of. 2 yeſtion and Anſiber. 15 
make Men believe that they ſee, ot hear, what they 
know very well they neither fee nor hear, and what, 
in reality, was never either ſpoken or done. Joſh. 24. 
1—13. | %) 

Queſt. 29. Hou do you apply this Way of Reaſoning 
to Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles ? 1 

Anſw. This Way ot Reaſoning may be applied to 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles thus: It is impoſſible that Je- 
ſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles could have made Men be- 
lie ve that they cured them of their ſeveral Diſtempers, 
and bodily Infirmities, by the ſpeaking of a Word, 
and ſometimes, at a Diſtance, if no ſuch Things had 
really been done, but they had ſtill been under the 
Power of their Diſtempers; it is impoſſible that they 
could have perſwaded others that they were raiſed 
from the Dead, and actually reſtored to Life, if they 
had been ſtill in their Graves; nor was it poſſible to 
have perſwaded the Multitudes, who were Spectators 
of all theſe Things, that they ſaw them, and many 
other wonderful Works done by Chriſt and his Apo- 


ſtles, if yet no ſuch Things had been done at all; for 


Mankind was never, in any Age, ſo fooliſhly credu- 
lous, as to believe ſuch ſtrange and ſurprizing Things 
without the leaſt Foundation. Matt. 1. 4, 5. 2 Cor. 
1a. 8. 8 
Queſt: 30: What you have ſaid proves the Truth: of 
the Fats recorded in the Scripture- Hiſtory, ſo far as relates 
to Miracles; but Jeſus Chriſt, the Author of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and the great Subject of the New Teſtament-Hi- 
ſtory, delivered ſeveral long Diſcourſes and Parables in the 
hearing of his Diſciples, which they likeuſie relate in this 
Hiſtory, and in theſe Diſcourſes and Parables there are ſeve- 
ral Things, which, they tl emſelves confeſs, they did not tru- 
ly underſtand at the Time they heard them; and beſide, they 
were but unlearned Men, and were ſometimes - charged, by 
Chriſt himſelf, with being dull, and ſlow of Underſtanding ; 
end they have alſo written ſeveral Epiſtles, in which they 
attempt 
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16 An Infruttion in the Chriſtian Religion, 


attempt to explain, confirm, and vindicate the Chriſtian 


Dottrines : Now how do we know, and what Reaſon 
have we to believe, that thoſe Men have given us a true 
and jaithful Narrative of theſe Diſcourſes and Parables, 


and a juſt Account of the Chriſtian Doctrines and Laws in 


their Histories and Epiſtles ? 3 Rl N 

Anſw. Jeſus Chriſt promiſed them, before he left 
them, that, after his A ſcenſion, the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Spirit of God ſhould deſcend upon them, to lead them 


into all Truth, to bring all Things to their Remem- 


brance that they had heard from him, and to furniſh 
them with all other Gifts, neceflary to quality them to 
be his Witneſſes to the Ends of the Earth, and the 
Publiſhers of his Religion to the World. Now this 
accordingly came to pals, ar the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, 
that firſt happened after his Reſurrection, when they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpake with 
other Tongues, than what they had been acquainted 
with before, as the Spirit gave them Utterance, and 
had alſo many other extraordinary and miracu— 
lous Gifts beſtowed on them, with a Power of com- 
municating ſome of theſe Gifts to other Members of 
the Churches, on whom they ſhou'd lay their Hands 
for that End, which they accordingly did, whereſoe- 
ver they planted a Church. Now, by theſe extraor- 
dinary and miraculous Gifts of the Spirit, were they 
fitted truly and faithfully to report what they had 
heard and learned from Chriſt, and co give the World, 
both in their Preaching and Writing, a juſt and 
full Account of the Chriſtian Religion. Joby 14. 12, 
25, 26. and 15. 26, 27. and 16. 7-—13, Act, 2. 1-12, 
and 5. 32. 1 Cor. 12. 4-11.  - 

Queſt. 3 1. Nat you have bitherto ſaid proves abun- 
" dantly that the Hiſtory of thoſe Facts could not have been 
forged at the Time they are ſaid to have been done in: But 
how do we know but all theſe Things might have been inven- 
7 by cunning and deſgning Men, and put together into an 
| Hiſcory, 
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by way of Nueſtion and Anſwer. 17 
Hiſtory, ſuch as we now have it, ſome Diſtance of Time af- 
ter the Fucts are ſuppoſed to have been done? . 
Anſw. This could not have been done, becauſe 
the Circumſtances of Time and Place are ſet down 
in the Hiſtory, and the Succeſs with which the Goſ- 
pel was attended, immediately after its general Publi- 
cation, whereby it is manifeſt that the principal Facts, 
recorded in this Hiſtory, muſt have happened in the 
Land of Judea, the City of Jeruſalem, at the Feaſts of 
the Paſſover and Pentecoſt, when Tiberius Ceſar was 
Emperor of Rome, and when Pontius Pilate was Gor 
vernor of Judea; before which Time, there were no 
Chriſtians in the World, but have been ever ſince; 
which Things are alſo atteſted by the concurrent Te- 
ſtimony of other Hiſtorians, who write of theſe 


Times, particularly Suetonius, Tacitus f, and Jo ſe- 


phus ft, who take notice in their ſeveral Hiſtories, of 
a certain Perſon call'd Chriſt, who had been put to 


Death in Judea, in the Reign of Tiberius Ceſar ; and of 


a Se& of People call'd Chriſtians from him, who had 
been ſpreading through ſeveral Parts of the Roman 
Empire from that 'Time. 

This is farther confirmed from this Conſideration, 
that the Books wherein this Hiſtory is contained, were 
written, moſt of them, by ſome of the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, and the reſt by Men who were their conſtant 
Companions and Fellow-Labourers, and who alſo 
were endowed with the extraordinary Gifts of the 
Spirit; they were ſeveral of them preſerved, for a 
conſiderable Time, in the very firſt Draught of them, 
as they had been compiled by the Authors themſelves, 
and were appealed to as extant, by Tertullian, who 
flouriſhed in the latter End of the Second Century; 


C they 
* In his Life of Claudius, Chap. 25. + Book XV. as quo- 
ted by Grotius. ++ Antiquities, Book XVIII. as quoted by 


Dit ton. 
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18 An Juſtruction in the Chriſtian Religion, 
they were early tranſlated into various Languages, 

and Copies of them, both in their original Language 
and Tranſlations, were diſperſed every where, through- 
out all the Churches; and even the Enemies of Chriitt» 
anity had them in their Hands: They were quoted 
in Sermons and other Writings, particularly in the A- 
pologies that Chriſtans made for the Truth of the 
Goſpel, and even in the Books that were written a- 


gainſt it by its Enemies: All theſe Things make it 


abundantly manifeſt that cheſe Books were extant, and 
. publickly knoven very ſoon after ſome of the Facts, re- 
corded in them, had been done, and while they were 
{till freſh in the Memories of Men, and in the very 
Time when others of them were a doing, and there- 
fore could not be a Forgery ſome Diſtance of Time 
after the Facts are ſuppoſed to have been done. . 

To which may be added, that ſuch a Forgery could 
not, in this Caſe, have been impoſed on the World, 
becauſe publick Monuments were ſet up, and outward 
Actions were performed in Memory of ſome of the 
moſt remarkable of theſe Facts, which Monuments, 
Actions, and Obſervances, were inſtituted, and did 
commence from the very Time when Facts are ſaid 
to have been done, and have been obſerved in the Chti- 
{tian World ever ſince. The Monuments and Acti- 
ons I mean are Baptiſm, as a Rite of being enter'd 
into the Chriſtian Church; the Lord's-Supper in 
Memory of his Death; the aſſembling of Chriſti- 
ans for publick Worſhip on the firſt Day of the Week, 
in Memory of his Reſurrection; and the Order of 
Paſtors and Teachers to preſide in theſe Aſſemblies. 


Now let us ſuppoſe, that the whole Hiſtory of the 


Goſpel had been a meer Fiction, invented ſome Time 
after the Facts recorded in it are ſaid to have been 


done, then ſurely, at the Time when it was firſt inven- 


ted, there muſt have been no Chriſtians in the Warld, 
no ſuch Monuments as the Lord's-Supper, and the 


Lord's-Day, no ſuch Inſtitutions as Baptiſm, and the 
Order 
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by way .of Neſtion and Anſwer. 19 
Order of Teachers; and yet the Hiſtory ſuppoſes 
theſe to have been inſtituted, and the Obſervance of 
them to have commenced from the very Time when 
the Facts are ſaid to have happened. Now this muſt 
diſcover the Fraud, and give the Lye to the whole 
Story ; the Truth whereof is laid upon ſuch publick 
outward Actions having been obſerved from the Time 
in which the Facts are ſaid to have been done, and 
therefore muſt render it morally impoſſible that ſuch 
an Invention ſhould have been received in the World; 
and the ſame Remark will ſerve. for the Moſaical Diſ- 
penſation, which had far more Obſervar ces of this 
Kind than the Chriſtian “. 
| Queſt. 32. For what End were al theſe Things com- 
mitted to Writing ? 

Anſw. Theſe Things were written, that, knowihg 
the Certainty of them, 'we might believe that Teſus 
is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and that believing we 
might have Life through his Name: And the Books 
wherein they are contain'd give us ſuch an Account 
of God's Revelations to Mankind, as is abundantly 
full and plain, and every Way ſuMicient to anſwer all 
| the Purpoſes of a divine Revelation. Luke 1. 4. John 
20. 31. John 15. 15. Ads 20. 27. 2 Cor. 3. 12, © of 
and 4: 2, 3, 4: 2 Tim. 3: 15, 16: [| 

Queſt. 33. What is the Danger of rejecting or diſo» > 
beying the Gebel Revelation: ? " "lt 

Anſw. He that believeth not on the Son of God, * 
ſhall not ſee Life, bur the Wrath of God abideth on 9 
him; for how ſhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo great 1 
a Salvation, which, at the firſt, began to be ſpoken by -- ; 
the Lord, and was afterwards confirmed unto the | 
World by them that heard him? God alſo bearing 1 
them Witneſs, with 18 and Wonders, and divers | 
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20 Ann Inſtruction in the Chriſtian Religion, 
© Miracles, "and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to 
his own Will. John 3. 36. Heb. 2. 3, 4. 
Queſt. 34. For what End were all theſe Revelations 
made to Mankind ? * 
Anſw. All theſe Revelations were made to the 
World chiefly for this End, to teach Men how they 
might obtain the Favour of God, and in what Man- 
ner they ſhould live in this World, ſo as they might 
be uſeful and ſerviceable in it, and be qualified for the 
Enjoyment of eternal Life and Happineſs in the 
World to came, 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16. 1 Thefſ. 4. 1. 


OED eee ADE He 
- S % wa: 
Of the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith. 


Queſt. 1. 

| the Chriſtian Faith ? 

Anſw. The principal Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, are briefly ſumm'd yp in what is commonly cal- 
led the Apoſtles Creed, namely, I believe in God, the 
Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth : And in 

eſus Chriſt his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgina Mary, ſuffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was cruciſted, dead and buried; he deſcen- 
ded into Hell, that is, he went into the inviſible World] 
the third Day he roſe again from the Dead, he aſcended in- 
to Heaven, and ſitteth at the right Hand of God, the Fa- 
ther Almighty ; from thence he ſhall come to judge the Quick 
and the Dead. I bel eve in the Holy Ghoſt ; I believe 
the holy Catholick Church; the Communion, of Saints; the 
ForWeneſs of Sins; the Reſurreftion of the Body, and 
the Life everlaſting, Amen; | 

| - Queſt: 


HAT ave the principal Articles of | 


ä % OP VE 


. JVI_ug * — ww WW 


by way of Queſtion and Anſwer. . 21 

Queſt. 2+ Into how many Parts may this Creed be di- 
vided ? ” 3 ApS "a 

Anſw- It may be divided into ſix Parts; the firſt 

whereof treats concerning God, and his Works of Cre- 


ation and Providence. The ſecond concerning Jeſus 


Chriſt, and our Redemption by him- The third con- 
ceruing the Holy Gholt. The fourth concerning the 
Church of Chriſt, and the Communion of Saints. 


The fifth concerning the Pardon of Sin. And, the 


ſixth, concerning the Reſurre&ion and a future State, 

Queſt. 3. You ſay the firſt Part of this Creed treats of 
God, and his Works of Creation and Providence ; tell me, 
What do the Scriptures teach concerning God ? 

Anſw. Concerning God, who is the firſt Cauſe of 
all Things, the Self- exiſtent, Independent, and infi- 
nitely perfect Being, and in many Reſpects incompre- 
henſible by us; the Scriptures do expreſly teach us, 
that he is Eternal and Unchangeable, that he is a Spi- 
rit, that is, A living intelligent Being; that though he 
be inviſible by mortal Eyes, yet he is every- where pres» 
ſent, and knows all Things; that he is moſt power- 
ful, wiſe, and good; moſt juſt and holy, and faithful; 
merciful and gracious, long - ſuffering, and flow to 
Wrath; and that there is but one God, and none other 
but He. Exod. 3. 14. Rom. 11. 33—36· Pſal. go. 2. 
Jam: 1. 17. John 4- 24. Acts 17. 29. 1 Tim. 1. 17, 
and 6. 16. Pſal. 139. 1--- 12. Jer. 23+ 23, 24. 1 Sam: 
2 3. 1 John 3. 20. Matt. 19. 26- Pſal. 104+ 24, and 
145-8, 9. 17. Rew 4. 8, and 15+ 3, 4+ Exod- 34: 6, 
7, and 20+ 3- Deut 6+ 4+ Mark 12. 19. 1 Cor- 8. 6- 

Queſt. 4+ Mhat do the Scriptures teach us concerning the 
Wor ks of Creation and Providence ? 

Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, That God is the 
Creator, Preſerver, and Governor of all Things ; that 


he made the World, the Heavens and the Earth, and 


all Things that are in them, viſible and inviſible ; that 


he preſerves them all, and governs.the whole teh 
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verſe with the moſt perfect Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
Gen. 1- 1+ and 2+ 1+ Neb g+ 6: Pſalm 36+ 6, and 104. 
24: Dan- 4. 34, 35: Act, 4. 24, and 14. 17, and 17+ 24, 
25, 26, 27, 28. | 


Queſt. 5- Nhat do the Scriptures teach concerning the 
5 P 8 


Creation of Mankind? 


Anſw: The Scriptures teach us, That God created 


Man in his own Image; that he created them Male 
and Female, one of each Sex; and, That he hath made 
of that one Blood, all Nations of Men to dwell on all the 
Face of the Earth: Gen. 1. 27. Acts 17: 26. | 
Queſt. 6. What do you underſtand by the Image of God, 
in which Man was created? 
Anſw, By the Image of God, in which Man was 


created, I underſtand every Thing wherein Man bears 
a Reſemblance to the Deity, particularly that Reaſon 


and Underſtanding, that Wiſdom and Knowledge, 


"thoſe virtuous and good Piſpoſitions, thoſe kind and 


benevelent Affections, which God hath implanted in 


the human Nature, and the Immortality of the Soul ; 


together with that Power and Dominion over the in- 


.ferior Creatures which he has communicated to Man- 


kind. Eph: 4+ 24+ Col. 3+ 10+ Eccleſ. 7. 29+ Gen. 1.26. 


Queſt. 7- Did Mankind ſtill continue in that State of 


Innocence and Integrity in which God firſt created them ? 

Anſw- No. Though God made Man upright, yet 
they ſought out many Inventions, they greatly cor- 
rupted their Ways, and all have ſinned, and come 
ſhort of the Glory of God, Eccleſ. 7. 29. Rom. 3. 24. 

Queſt - 8- You ſaid that the ſecond Part of the Creed 
treats of Jeſus Chriſt, and our Redemption by him : tell me, 
What do the Scriptures teach us concerning him? 

Anſw- Concerning Jeſus Chriſt the Scriptures teach 


us, That he is the Son of the living God; the only, 
begotten of the Father, the Brightneſs of his Glo- 


ry, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon ; who had 
Glory with him before the World was, and was in the 
Form 


by way of Q geſtion and Anſwer. | 23 
Form of God: That he is the Word or Wiſdom of 
God, who was in the Beginning With God, and was 


God, by whom all Things were made, and without 
whom nothing, was made that was made- That for 


us Men, and for our Salvation; he came down from 


Heaven, was made Fleſh, and dwelt among us, laying 


aſide the Form ot God, and taking upon him the 


Form of a Servant, and the Faſhion of a Man. Thar 
he was Immanuel, God with us, God manifeſted in 
the Fleſn, that it pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould 
all F ulneſs dwell, even all the Fulneſs of the God- 
head bodily; and, that he is over all, God, bleſſed for 
ever, Matth. 16. 16. John 1. 18. Heb: 1. 2. John 17. 5. 
Philip. 2. 6. John 1. 5 2 3, and 3- 13, and 1. 14. 
Phil. 2+ 7, 8. Ia. J. 14. Matth. 1 23; e. 16 
Col. 1. 19, and 2. 9. 2 5. 

Queſt- 9. Hou did Jeſus 2 bring about the Re- 
demption of Mankind ? 

Anſw. Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, having con- 


deſcended to come into the World, in order to re- 


deem Mankind from Sin and Miſery, was miraculouſ- 
ly born of a Virgin, by the Influence of the Holy 
Ghoſt, became Man, took part of Fleſh. and Blood, 

and was ſubject to all the innocent Infirmities of the 
human Nature, having been in all Points tempted like 
as we are, yet without Sin; and did in our Nature be- 
come Mediator between God and Man, and as ſuch 
undertook the three-fold Office, of Prophet, Prieſt, 


and King, in the Execution of which he fully accom- 


pliſhed our Redemption, from Sin, and the fatal Con- 


ſequences of it. Heb- 10. 7. Phil. 2- 6, 7. Matth. 1. 


18, 20, 23. Luke 1. 35. Heb: 2+ 14, 17, 18, and 4. 
I5- 1 Tim. 2. 5. Afts 3. 22. Heb: 5. 5, 10, d f. 20. 
Luke 1. 32, 33. = % 31. Matth. 28- 18. John 18. 
36. Rev. 15 16. 

Queſt- 10. How did Feſus Chriſt execute theſe three 
_ of Hoke, [ N and King? 


Anſw. 
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24 An Inſi ruttion in the Chriſti an, Religion 
Anſu · Jeſus Chriſt, as a Prophet and Prieſt, gave 


us a tull and complete Revelation of the whole Will 2.% 
and Counſcl ot God, relating to the Redemption and Son, 
Salvation of Mankind; and a moſt perfect Example to a 
of Holineſs and Virtue in his own Life ; he laid down 19 
his Life in Confirmation of his Doctrine and Teſti- only 
mony, and as a Sacrifice for Sin; he became obedient him 
1 to Death, even the Death of the Croſs. He roſe a- ever 
8+ gain from the Dead on the third Day, aſcended into Goc 
1 the Heavens, there to preſent himſelf an Offering un- ten 
to God, of a ſweet ſmelling Savour, and to appear in him 
the Preſence of God for us, as our Advocate and In- he le 
terceſſor, where he ever lives, making Interceſſion for | tore 
us. And as a King, he is exalted at the right Hand ſelf 
of the Majeſty in the Heavens, a Prince and a Savi- wall 
our, to give Repentance and Remiſhon of Sins : He King 
has all Power in Heaven and in Earth committed un- 1 76 
to him, and is conſtituted the Head and King of the Q 
Chu: ch, and ordained of God to be the Judge of the ſus C 
Quick and the Dead, John 17. 6, 8, 14, 26, and 15. us to 
15, and 13. 15. Matth- 26. 28. Eph. 5- 2. Phil. 2. A 
8,9: 1 Cor- 15. 3, 4 Heb: 9. 24, and 7. 25 Aci, 5. toe 
31, and 10. 42. Col. 1. 18. 1 Pet. 3. 22. and | 
Quelt. 11. But how are we to underſtand that Ex- even 
preſſtion in the Creed, He deſcended into Hell? 970 „this! 
Anſu · The Hebrew and Greek Words, which are to oi 
commonly tranſlated Hel, are not uſed to ſignify the agall 
Place of the Damned, but either the Grave, or the | 2 
inviſible State of all departed Souls, during their Se- relate 
paration from the Body: The Meaning then of that teach 
Expreſſion in the Creed ſeems to be this; that as our Ai 
Saviour's Body was laid in the Grave, ſo his Soul went teach 
into the inviſible World, into the Place of ſeparate of th 
Souls; into Paradice, that Place in the ſeparate State, and e 
where the Souls of the Righteous, being in the Hands and 1 
of God, do reſt from their Labours, and enjoy the be- ches, 
ginning of their Reward- 2 ples; 
; Queſt, Thin 


— 


* 0 * 


by way of Nueſtion and Anſwer. | 25 | 
_- Queſt: +e2- hat was it that moved God to ſend his 7” 
Son, and the Son of God Jo freely to come into the World, 
to accompliſh our Redemption in this Manner? 4 | 

Anſw. God ſo loved the World, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever ſhould believe oh © 
him, and obey his Laws, might not periſh, bur have 
everlaſting Lite ; in this was manifeſted the Love of 
God towards us, for that God ſent his only begot- 
ten Son into the World, that we might live through *' 
him: . Herein is Love, not that we loved him, but that 
he loved us, and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation 
tor our Sins; and Chriſt loved us ſo as to give him- 
ſelf for us a Sacrifice and Offering to God, and to 
| waſh us from our Sins in his own Blood, and make us 
Kings and Prieſts to God and his Father, John 3. 16. 

1 John 4. 9, 10+ Eph: 5- 2. Rev. 1. 5, 6. 

Quelt- 13+ Is not this Love of God, and of his Son Je- 
ſus Chriſt, towards us, a meſt powerful Motive to engage 
us to the Practice of Religion and Virtue? | 

Anſw. It is no doubt, a moſt powerful Argument 
to engage us to love God, and his Son Feſus Chriſt, 
and to walk in Love to one another, and ro all Men, 
eren as Chriſt hath loved us, and given himſelf for us; 
this Love of Chriſt ſhould conſtrain us no more to live 
to our ſelves, but to him who died for us, and roſe 
again. Eph. 2. 5. 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15. 1 John 4. 11 

Gueſt. 14. Tou ſaid, That the third For of the Creed 
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related to the Holy Ghoſt, tell me, What do the Scriptures ih 
teach us concerning him? "x 12% EL SEAN {a 

Anſw. Concerning, the Holy Ghoſt, the Scriptures 4 
teach us, that he is the Spirit of God, and the Power 4 
of the Higheſt; that he is the Spirit of the Father, 1 
and of the Son; who proceedeth from the Father, | 


and is ſent by the Son; that he is preſent in the Chur- } 
ches, and dwelleth in all good Chriſtians, as in Tem- 
ples; that he ſearcheth all Things, even the deep. 
Things of God, and N them, even as the Spe: - 
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26 An Inftruftion in the Chriſtian Religion, ; T 

rit of a Man knoweth the Things of a Man, Matt. 3. p 

16. Luke 1- 35. John 14+ 16, 17, 26, and 15, 16, 26, b 

and 16, 17. 1 Cor. 3: 16, and 6. 19. Eph. 2. 21, 22, h 

and 4. 4. Gal. 4. 6. 1 Cor. 2. 10, 11, 12. 2 

' He is alſo repreſented as receiving all Things from 7 

the Father and tlie Son, and having all Things in com- | 2 

mon with them, in John 16. 13, 14, 15; and he is 2. 
joined with them in the Form of Baptiſm, in Matt. 

28. 19, and in the ſolemn apoſtolical Benediction, 1 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c· 2 Cor. 13+ 13. 
Queſt. 15. What are the Offices of the Holy Spirit? 
Anſw. The Offices of the Holy Spirit are repre- 

ſented, in Scripture, to be ſuch as theſe ; That he in- i 

ſpired the ancient Prophets, who ſpake as they were 

moved by the Holy Ghoſt ; that by his miraculous In- 
fluence a Body was prepared for the Son in the Womb 
of the Virgin Mary; that he was the Guide of Chrift 
during his State of Humiliation, (for he was anointed 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Power, and God 

ve not the Spirit unto him by Meaſure,) that he 
deſdended on the Apoſtles at the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, 
in his miraculous Gifts, by which they were qualified 

to bg our Saviour's Witneſſes, to the Ends of the I 

Earth, and to publiſh his Religion to the World, both 

by Preaching and Writing; that he is the Sanctifier 

of all good Chriſtians, aſſiſts them in well-doing, for- 
tifies them againſt Temptation, and gnides them in the 

Paths of Piety and Virtue; for which Reaſon, part- X 

ly, the Title Hoh, is peculiarly given to him, 1 Pet. pox 

I. Il. 2 Pet. 1. 21. Luke I. 35. Matt. 3. 16, and 2 

41, and 12. 28. Luke 4. 18. Acts 10. 38. John 3. are 

34 Aci 2. 1, Cc. and 1. 8. 1 Cor. 12, throughout, pe 

and 6. 11. John 3. 5. Rom. 8. 14. Eph. 3. 16. 8 
Queſt. 16. Have we any Promiſe in Scripture of Aſif be « 

tance from the Holy Spirit, for the Purpoſes of Repentance 


and new Obedience ? 
Anſw. The Aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit, for the 


Pur- 


« 5 1 —— * 8 | » x 
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by way of 22 weſtion and mne, 


Nodes of Faith, Repenrance, and new Obedience, 
are promiſed to us in many Places, of Scripture ; but 


particularly in theſe Words of our Saviour, recorded 
by St. Luke 11. 13. How much more ſhall your 


| heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that asc 


him. Sce to the ſame Purpoſe Ezek. 11. 19, and 36. 


25 —27. 1 Cor. 3. 6, 7. 16. 17, and 6. 19. Gal. 5. 


22, 23. Eph.2, 18, 22, and 4.30, and 5. 9. Phil. 
2. 12, 13. 1 7%. 5. 23, 24. James 1. 5,17. 

Queſt. 17. How is it that the Spirit of God ſandtifies 
our Hearts, and aſſiſts us in the Practice of Holineſs and 
Virtue ?. : 

Anſw. The Spirit of God ſanctifies our Hearts, 
and aſſiſts us in the Practice of Holineſs and Virtue, 
by enlightening our Minds, and fixing our Attention 
on the Motives of Religion, and thereby inclining 
us to the Love and Practice of ir. But in what par- 
ticular Manner the Spirit of God works on our Minds, 
we cannot tell; it is ſo ſecret, and ſo perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with our reaſonable Natures, that we cannot 
diſtinguiſh it from the natural Workings of our own 
Minds; inſomuch, that we ſhould not have known 
that we had divine Aſſiſtance in our good and virtu- 
ous Actions, if we had not been informed of it in the 
Word of God, John 3. 8. Eph- 1. 16—19, and 3. 
16—19. Col. 1. 9-11. Wt 

Queſt. 18. I not this Promiſe of Aſſiſtance from the 
Spirit of God, for the Purpoſes of Holineſs and Virtue, a 

reat Motive and Encouragement to it? 

Anſw. This Promiſe of divine Aſſiſtance is a very 
powerful Motive, and a great Encouragement to Vir- 
tue and Holineſs, to ſuch 'imperfe& Creatures as we 
are; for we are hereby aſſured, that our Endeavours 

to ſubdue our evil Habits, and conform our ſelves to 


the Laws of the Gaſpel, ſhall not be in vain, bur ſhall 


be crowned with Succeſs, 1 John 4+ 4. 


neſt. 19. Tor ſaid the fourth Part of the Creed re- 
Q D 2 lated 


6 0 , 


Anſw. By the Church of Chrilt, ſo far as it is viſi- 


ble to Men, I underſtand the whole Body of Chriſti- 
ans, diſperſed over the World, profeſſing Faith in 
Chriſt, and Obedience to his Laws, though thoſe on- 
ly, who are ſincere in this Profeſſion and Obedience, 
are real Members of his Church. This is what I un- 
derſtand by the Holy Catholick Church, Matt. 28 
20. Luke 24 47. Atts 1. 8. Rom. 3+ 29, 30. 1 Cor 
1. 2. Rom. 12. 5. 1 Cor. 10. 7. Eph. 4. 4. 1 Pet 
2: 9. 
ueſt. 20. But what is it you believe concerning this 
Holy Catholick Church? | 
Anſw. I do not believe that this Catholick Church 


is infallible, or has any Power to add to or alter the 


Couditions of Salvation laid down in the Goſpel ; or 
that I am obliged to believe whatever the Church be- 
lieves: But when I profeis to believe the Holy Ca- 


tholick Church, my meaning is this; That T believe 


that as Chriſt has hitherto had a Church on Earth, a 
Company of Men profeſſing his Religion and Obe- 
dience to his Laws, ſo he will always have one ſome 
where or other, and that the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
finally prevail againſt it, Gal. 1- 8. Matt. 16- 18. 

Queſt. 21. I hat do you underſtand by the Communiox 
of Saints ? 

Anſw. By the Communion of Saints, I underſtand 
that Union and Fellowſhip which tnere ought to be 
among all thoſe who profeſs to be Members of the Ho- 
ly Catholick Church. | 

Queſt. 22. I herein does this Union and Fellowſhip 
confiſt ? 

Auſu. It conſiſts chiefly in brotherly Love, mu- 
tual Forgiveneſs, and joint Worſhip, (either ſtated 
or occaſional) ſo far as it may be done with a good 


Conſcience. | 
Queſt. 23. 
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by way of Queſtion and Anſwer. 29 
Queſt. 23. hat do you mean when you” Wrofeſs to 
believe the Communion of Saints? & 44-1588 
 Anſw. By this Article I mean, that all who pro- 
feſs ro be Members ot the Body ot Chriſt, ſhould love 
one another with pure Hearts fervently ; ſhould have 


Compaſſion one ot another; relieve the Neceiſity of 


their indigent Brethren ; ſhould be of a forgiving Spi- 


rit one towards another, and ſhould be ready, as far 


as they can with a good Conſcience, to join in an 

Part of Chriſtian Worſhip with any of their Chriſti- 
an Brethren, as they have Opportunity, even with 
all, in every Place, who make a credible Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, and call on the Lord out of a pure Heart, 
1 Pet. 1. 22; and 3.8. Rom. 12. 13. Col. 3- 13- Rom. 
10+ 13, compared with Chap. 14 17, 18, and 15+ 5, 
6, 
Oueſt. 19) Act, 2 42. Heb: to. 25 


Queſt. 24. You ſaid the fifth Part of the Creed re- 


lated to the Pardon of Sin, tell me, What do the Krip- 
tnres teach concerning this? | 
Anſw, The Scriptures teach us, that if we confeſs 
our Sins, and heartily forſake them, and lead new 
Lives for the future, we ſhall find Mercy; for God is 
faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, and cleanſe us 
from all Unrighteouſneſs, and he wilt graciouſly ac- 


cept of our Repenrance and new Obedience, through 


Jeſus Chriſt, Prov. 28- 13+ Dai: 55+ 7: Luke 5+ 32, 
and 24: 47 1 Tim 1. 15 1 John. 1. 9. 

Queſt. 25. Ir not this alſo a great Encouragement and 
Motive to Repentance and new Obedience? 

Auſu. To know that God will accept of Repen- 
tance, and grant us Pardon on that Condition, is a ve- 
ry great Encouragement to a Sinner to reform his Life, 
and a moſt powerful Motive to the Practice of Virtue, 


to ſuch imperfe& Creatures as we are, who are encom- 


paſſed about with Infirmities, and daily liable to Sin, 


there cannot be a more encouraging Motive to a fu- 
ture 


v6" Tim. 2. 22 (See alſo the Scriptures under N 


30 An Iuſtruction in the Chriſtian Religion, 
ture Obedience, than to be aſſured that our Repen- 
tancę will not be in vain ; that our Sins, how great 
and many ſoever they have been, ſhall not hinder our 
Acceptance with God, provided we have heartily for- 
ſaken them, and ſincerely endeavour to amend- | 
9 Sper 26- What does the laſt Part of tbe Creed treat 
ct 
Anſw. , The laſt Part of the Creed treats of the 
Reſurre&ion of the Body, and a future State. | 

uelt- 27. What are we taught in Scripture concer- 
ning the Reſurrection of the Body, and a future Judg- 
ment \ | | 

Anſw, The Scriptures teach us, that there ſhall be 
a Reſurtection of the Dead, both of the Juſt and Un- 
juſt ; and that we muſt all appear before the Judg- 
ment- Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive the 
Things done in his Body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad, As 24- 15. 2 Cor. 


- 10 
aeſt- 28·OMhat do the Scriptures teach us concerning 


a future State? | 

Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, that Jeſus Chriſt 
having aboliſhed Death, hath brought Lite and Im- 
mortality to Light by the Goſpel, and hath aſſured us, 
that there is a State, after this, wherein Men fhall ei- 
ther be happy or miſerable, according as their pre- 
vailing Temper and Behaviour have been here, whe- 
ther righteous, or wicked, 2 Tim. 1. 10. Matt: 25. 


6 | 
4 Queſt. 29. Mherein confiſts the Happineſs that is pre- 
pared for virtuous and good Men in the future State? 

Anſw. The Happineſs prepared tor the Virtuous 
and Good in the future State, ſeems chiefly to conſiſt 
in theſe Things: In being perfectly free from all E- 
vil, whether natural or moral; in being perfectly vir- 
tuous and holy, and poſſeſſed of every Thing that 


tends to the Perfection of the human Nature, and in 
| the 


i - _Y . = 


„!! ²ĩ 1 HE. Mt. 


a by way of Nueſtion and An ſever. 31 
the joyful Aſſurance that this bleſſed State ſhall never 
have an End, Rev: 7. 16, 17, and 14+ 13, and 21: 4. 
x John 3.2. 1 Cor- 13- 8--13+ 2 Cor: 5+ 1+ 1 Pet. 1. 4. 

Queſt. 30. Whereiu confiſts the Miſery into, which the 
Wicked muſt paſs in the other World? 

Anſw, The Milery of the Wicked, in the other 
World, is deſcribed in Scripture, as a Worm that ne- 
ver dies, and a Fire that never ſhall be quenched ; 
as a Lake that burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, which 
is the ſecond Death; as a Place of outer Darkneſs, 
where is weeping and walling, and gnaſhing of Teeth, 
as a State of Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and 
Anguiſh, wherein they are puniſhed with everlaſting 


Deſtruction from the Preſence of the Lord, and the 


Glory of his Power, Maik g- 44, 46, 48: Rew-20. 
15, and 21. 8. Matt: 22. 13- Rom-2+ 8, 9. 2 Tim. 
1. 9. 
ueſt · 31. Is not this certain Information of a future 
State of Rewards and Puniſhments another powerful Mo- 
tive to Virtue and Obedience ? _ _ ; 
Anſw. This Doctrine, is indeed, another power- 
ful Motive to the Practice of Virtue, if Men would 
ſeriouſly attend to it; for we are hereby aſſured that 
our Obedience to the divine Laws, ſhall not be un- 
rewarded, our Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord; 


\ 


it is, moreover, a great Encouragement and Support 


to good Men under the Troubles and Calamities of 
this Life, eſpecially ſuch as they meet with on ac- 
count of Religion ; and it muſt needs be Matter of 
Comfort and unſpeakable Joy to a virtuous Mind, 
to know, that when he leaves this World, he ſhall en- 
ter into a State where Holineſs and Virtue reign in 
Perfection; and, on the other Hand, the Terrors of 
the Lord ſet before us in the Scriptures, and threatned 
to all wicked Men, are an awful Motive to reſtrain 
from Sin and Vice, ſuch degenerate Minds as are not 
to be wrought upon by more noble Motives, 1 Cor” 1 5 : 

58: 
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32 An Iiſtru8ion in the Chriſtian Religion, . 


38. 2 Cor. 4. 17, 18. Matt. 5. 4. 2 Cor. 5.8. Phil. 


I. 23. 2 Cor. 5. 11. Heb. 10. 31, and 12. 29. | 
= Queſt. 32. But is not the Practice of Virtue attended 


=— many Advantages, even in this Life ? And is not 


this Confideration a Motive likewiſe to a virtuous Life ? 24 
Anſw. It is very true, a virtuous and holy Life 

wants not its Rewards, even in this World: Godlineſs 

is profitable unto all Things, having Promiſe ot the 


Life that now is, and of that which is to come; 


length of Days is in her right Hand, and in her left 
Hand Riches and Honour, her Ways are Ways of 
Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths are Peace; ſo that, upon 
all Accounts, in keeping of God's Commandments, 
there is great Reward ; though ſtill it is to be re- 
mewber'd; that the -Advantages of Religion here, are 
but the Foretaſtes of what we are to receive hereaf- 
ter, 1 Tim. 4. 8. Prov. 3. 16, 17. Eſal. 19. 11. 
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Queſt. 1. AV E we any Abridgment of the Lats 
1 the Chrifticn Religion? | 
Anſw.The moral Laws, which were given to the Jet, 


being the very Laws of Reaſon and Nature, are alſo 


Laws of the Chriſtian Religion; and of theſe we have 
a Summary in Exod. 20. 1---17. God ſpake alltheſe Words, 
Saying, I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee 
out of the Land of Egypt, out of the Houſe of Bondage. 
"Thou ſhalt have no other gods before Me. Thou ſhalt not 
make unto thee any graven Image, or any likeneſs of any 
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not bow down thy ſelf to them, nor. ſerve them; for I the 
Lord thy God am à jealous God, viſiting the Iniquity of 
the Fathers upon the Children unto the third and far 
Generation of them that hate me ; and ſhewing Mercy unto 
Thouſands of them that love me, and keep my Commandments. 
Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God mm vain ; 
for the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh his Name 
in vain. Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy : Six 
Days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy Work ; but the ſeventh 
Day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God ; in it thou ſhalt 
not do any Work, thou, nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter, thy 
Man- Servant, nor thy Maid-Servant, nor thy Cattle, nor 
the Stranger that is within thy Gates : For in fix Days the 
Lord made Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and all that in 
them is, and reſted the ſeventh Day; wherefore the Lord 
bleſſed the Sabbath Day, and hallowed it, Honour thy Fa- 
ther and thy Mother, that thy Days may be long upon the 
Land, which the Lord thy God giveth thee. Thou ſhalt not 
kill. Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 
Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs again? thy Neighbour. 
Thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbours's Houſe, thou ſhalt 
not covet thy Neigtbour's Wife, nor his Man-Servant, nor 
his Maid-Servant, nor his Ox, nor his Aſs, nor any Thing 
that is thy Neighbour”'s. 

All theſe are Laws of Reaſon and Nature, if you 
except the Fourth, which yet is ſo in Part, the Foun- 


dation of it, namely, that ſome Time ſhould be ob- 


ſerved for the publick Worſhip of God, and the In- 


ſtruction of Mankind in Religion and Virtue, being a 


Law of Reaſon alſo ; tho' the Proportion of Time, 


+ and the particular Day ſet apart for publick Worſhip, 


is indeed of poſitive Inſtitution. 

Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has alſo given us a very ſhort 
and plain Abridgment of the Laws of his Religion, 
in Matt. 22. 37---40. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy Heart, aud with - thy Soul, and with all thy 


Mind. 
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neath, or that is in the Water under the Earth. Thou ſhalt ©, , 
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Mind. This is the firſt aud great Commandment. And his 
the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as Nz 
thy ſelf. On theſe two Commandments hang all the Law and Out 
the Prophets. And we have another from the Apoſtle | Lil 

Paul, in his Epiſtle to Titus, Chap. 2. 11, 12. The . ._ 
i Grace of God that bringeth Salvation hath appeared to all 111 
5 Men; teaching us, that denying Ungodlineſs, and wordly 3. 
Luſts, we ſbould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 14. 
| preſent World. | Jo, 
5 Queſt: 2. What do we chlefly learn from theſe Abridg- 73. 
| | ments of the divine Laus? | | ( 
1 Anſw. From theſe Abridgments of the divine Laws, tou 
| we learn what ſhould be our, Temper and Behaviour bou 
| towards God, towards other Men, and towards our | = - 
. ſelves with Reference to our Paſſions and Appetites; tov 
0 which Things have commonly been expreſs'd by our bot 
4 Duty towards God, our Neighbour, and our ſelves. the 
if Queſt. 3. What ſhould be our Temper and Behaviour, as 
2 or what is our Duty towards God? - ent 
| Anſw. Our Temper and Behaviour towards God be 
ſhould be this: We ſhould eſteem him as the beſt and Fri 
molt excellent of all Beings, love him above all anc 
Things, and have a gratefal Senſe of his Benefits; lich 
we ſhould reverence and fear him, and do al} to his and 
Honour and Glory carefully abſtaining from Perjury, ſho 
and vain Swearing, and every Thing that is contra- do 
i ry to that Veneration that is due to him; we ſhould the 
"> put our whole Truſt and Confidence in him, and re- and 
[> ſign our ſelves entirely to his wiſe and good Providence fait 
in all Events; we ſhould worſhip him, in the beſt Man- to « 
ner we can, acknowledging and adoring his Perfecti- ſpe 
ons, praying to him for the Supply of all our Wants, to 
and expreſſing our Thankfulneſs to him for all his Mer- lati 
cies and Kindneſſes towards us; guarding againſt all Chi 
Sorts of Idolatry and Superſtition, or any kind of Wor- ject 
ſhip that IS unworthy of Gad; we ſhould believe and | W 1 
obey whatſoever he makes known to us, as his Will; 1— 
| We 


en 
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weſhould endeavour to imitate and reſemble him in 
his moral Perfections, as far as the Condition of our 
Nature will admit; and we ſhould chufe him tor 
our Portion and Happineſs, counting his Favour as 
Lite, and his Approbation our greateſt Joy, Pſa. 

Mark 12, 29, 30. Pſal. 103. 1, 2, and 
111. 10. Heb. 12. 28. 1 Cor. 10. 31. Mal. 1. 6, Prov. 
3. 6. James 4. 7. John 4. 24. Mair. 4. 10. Pſal. 
145+ 1, 2, Oc: Matt. 7. 7. Eph.5. 20. 1 Tim. 5. 18. 
John 3. 33. Luke 8. 15. Matt. 5. 48- Eph. 5. 1. Pal. 
73. 25, 26, and 30. 5, and 4. 6, 7. 
Queſt 4. Lat ſhould be our Temper and Behaviour 
N N ather Men, or what is our Duty towards our Neigh- 
Ys 
- Anſw. The Temper or Behaviour we ſhould have 
towards other Men, or our Duty towards our Neigh- 
bour, is this; That we conſider them as Partakers of 
the human Nature, and created in the Image of God, 
as well as we, and eſteem them accordingly ; that we 
entertain an univerſal Benevolence to Mankind, and 
be ſincerely diſpoſed to do all Offices of Kindneſs and 
Friendſhip toany of them, and to promote their Good 
and Happineſs, as far as we can; that we be of a pub- 
lick Spirit, and truly concerned for the common Good 
and always be ready to do to others, as we our ſelves 
ſhould think it reaſonable and juſt that others ſhould 
do unto us in the like Caſe ; and that we allow to all 
the free and peaceable Enjoyment of all their Rights 
and Properties whatſoever ; that we endeavour to be 
faithful and uſeful in every Relation we may bear 
to others, and render unto all that Honour and Re- 
ſpe, or Kindneſs and Condeſcenſion, that may be due 


to them, according to their ſeveral Stations and Re- 


latjons, whether, as Husbands and Wives, Parents and 
Children, Maſters and Servants, Magiſtrates and Sub- 
jets, Mal. 2. 10. Job 31. 15. Rom. 12. 9, 10. 1 Pex. 
2. 17: Matt. 22, 39» Phil. 2. 4. Matt. 7. 12. Rom 13. 


1-7 E 2 Queſt, 5. 
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Queſt. 5. What are the Duties of Husbands and Wives 
towards each other | Y 


Anſw. The Duties of Husbands and Wives to- 


wards each other, are theſe; To love one another ter- 
vently and affectionately; to cohabit or dwell toge- 
ther, and be faithſul each to the other, as to the Mar- 
riage-bed; to bear with one another's Infirmities, and 
to ſtudy to promote, as far as they can, their mutual 
Comtort and Happineſs, 
Queſt. 6. Hhat is the peculiar Duty of the Husband ? 
Anſu. It is the peculiar Duty of the Husband, to 
maintain, protect, and defend his Wife, and give ho- 
nour to her as to the weaker Veſſel. 
Queſt. 7. What is the peculiar Duty of the MWiſe? 
Anſw. It is the peculiar Duty of the Wife to Re- 
verence her Husband, and be Subject to him in all 
Things that are lawful and decent; and to order the 
Aﬀai:s of her Family with Prudence, Diſcretion and 
Frugzlity, Eph. 5. 22-33. Col. 3. 18, 19. Tit. 2, 3, 
4» t Pet. 3- Im-7. 


Queſt. 8. hat is the Duty of Parents towards their 


Children? 

- Aaſw. It is the Duty of Parents, to take an affeGio» 
nate Care of their Children, in their young and tender 
Years, and, when they come to the Exerciſe of Rea» 
ſon, to inſtruct them in Religion and Virtue, and train 
them up in the Practice of it; to ſet them a good Ex- 
ample in their own Lives; to correct them prudently 
and moderately when there is occaſion for it, but not 
to creat them with Harſhneſs and Rigour; to have 
them taught ſome honeſt Employment or Buſineſs, 
whereby they may ſupport themſelves, and be uſeful 
in their Generation; to give them, when they ſet out 
in the World, ſuch a Proportion of their Wealth and 
Subſtance, as their Circumſtances will allow; and with- 
al, to beg the divine Bleſſing upon them. 


Queſt. 9. What is the Duty of Children towards their. 


| Parents ? Anſw 
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Anſu. It is the Duty of Children to behave to- 
wards their Parents with Love and Gratitude, with 
Reſpe& and Reverence, with Obedience and Submiſſi- 
on,; they ſhould thanktully receive their good Iaſtru- 
ctions and Admonitions, and imitate their good Exam - 
ple; they ſhould bear with, and modeſtly ovet-look 
their Failings and Infirmities, and kindly aſſiſt and 
comfort them, and take a tender Care of them, in Caſe 
of Sickneſs, Poverty, or old Age, Eph 6. 1-4. Col. 3. 
20, 21. Prov. 22. 6, and 13. 34, and 15. 5, and 29. 
15. 17, and 30. 17. Matt. 15. 4, 5, 6: 

Quelt. 10, H/hat is the Duty of Maſters towards their 
Servants ? 

Anſw, The Duty of Maſters towards their Ser- 
vants, is in general, To give them that which is juſt 
and equal, as knowing that they alſo have a Maſter 
in Heaven ; and particularly, That they require no Ser- 
vices of them that are unlawful, and above their 
Strength and Capacity; that they do not exact their 
Labours with Rigour and Severity, but treat them with 
Moderation and Humanity ; that they allow them a' 
Competency of wholeſome Food for the Nouriſhment 
of their Bodies, and reaſonable Time for Sleep and 
Reſt, for Devotion and Inſtruction in Religion; and 
that they faithfully reward them for their Services, and 
honeſtly pay them their Wages. ee 

Queſt. 11. What is the Duty of Servants towards their 
Maſters | . | 

Anſw. It is the Duty of Servants, to behave to- 
wards their Maſters with ſuitable Reverence and Ho- 
nour, not murmuring againſt them, or giving them an- 
ery and diſreſpectful Anſwers; they are to yield a cheer- 
ful and ready Obedience to their lawful and reaſonable 
Commands, being diligent and induſtrious in doing 
the Work or Buſineſs that is appointed them, and that 
whether their Maſters be preſent or no, remembring 
that the Eye of God is always upon them : 

on 
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ſhould take a faithful Care of what is committed to 
their Truſt, not purloining, ſtealing, or embazling their 
Maſter's Goods themſelves, nor ſuffering others to 
have an Opportunity of doing it, ſo far as they can pre- 
vent it, nor conniving at them in any ſuch Practices; 
and that they continue in their Service che Time they 
agree d for, and do not unfairly withdraw themſelves 
from their Maſter's Yoke, Eph. 6. 5---9. Col. 3. 22+ 4. 
1. 1T:m.6.1. 2. Tit. 2.9, 10, Mal. 3. 5. Jam · 5. 
4. 1 Pet. 2. 18, 19, 20. | 
Queſt. 12. What is the Duty of all ſupreme Governours? 
Anſw. It is the Duty of all ſapreme Governours, to 
take ſpecial Care to enact no Laws but what are juſt 
andrighteous, and conducive to the Good of the Com- 
munity ; nor to impoſe any Taxes, but what are ne- 
ceflary, uſeful, and reaſonable ; they ought to govern 
their Subjects according to the Laws and Conſtituti- 
ons of the Nation, without aſſuming or affecting an 
arbitrary Power; they are to protect their Subjects in 
all their Rights and Privileges, having 4 tender Con- 
cern for the Preſervation of their Liberties, and a ſin- 
cere Regard to their Welfare and Happineſs in the 
Whole of their Adminiſtration, - 
Queſt. 13. Mhat is the Duty of ſubordinate Magi ſ- 
trates, who are entruſted with the Execution of the Laus? 
Anſw. Subordinate Magiſtrates, who are entruſted 
with the Execution of the Laws, ſhould be Men of 
Truth and Fidelity, fearing God, and hating Cove- 
touſneſs ; they ſhould adminiſter Juſtice equally, im- 
parcially, and without Reſpect of Perſons; not juſti- 
fying the Wicked for a Reward, nor taking away the 
Righteouſneſs of the Righteous from him ; not regar- 
ding the Rich, becauſe he is Rich, nor the Poor, be- 
cauſe he is Poor ; they ſhould diligently and faithfully 
put the Laws in Execution for the Puniſhment of Evil» 
doers, and the Praiſe-and Protection of thoſe who do 
well; conſulting jn all Things the Honour and 1 
; re 
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reſt of the Goverment under which they act, and, the 
Good of the Subjects that ate committed to their 
Care; temembring that they themſelves muſt give an 
De . War is ihe Duty of Eh ud ih 
uelt. 14. What is the Duty of Subjects towards their 
Jade ori and Magiſtrates ? | | i * 
Anſu. The Duty of Subjects towards their Gover- 
nours and Magiſtrates, is this; They ſhould Honour 
and Reverence their Perſons, according to their Sta- 
tion and Rank ; not ſpeaking Evil of Dignities, nor 
treating any of chem with Infolence and Contempt ; 
they ſhould cheerfully ſubmit ta their Government and 
Authority, according to Law, and fo far as is conſiſt- 
ent with a good Conſcience; they ſhould readily and 
willingly pay the Taxes and Tributes thatare requir- 
ed by the Laws; and they ſhould heartily recom- 
mend them in their Prayers, to the Conduct and Pro- 
tection of the Almighty, and implore his Bleſſing on 
them and their Government, Exod. 18. 21. 2 Chron. 
19.5, 6, 7. Matt. 22. 21. Rom, 13. 1-—7. Tit. 3. t. 
1 Pet» 2» 13---17. 2 Pet- 2. fo. Jude 8. 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. 
Queſt. 15. What other Duties do we owe to our Fellow- 
Creatures ? | 

Anſw. The other Duties that we owe to our Fel- 
Jow-Creatures, of the ſame human Nature with our 

ſelves are theſe, That we abhor Murder and Blood- 
ſhed, and have a tender Regard for the Life and 
Health of others; that we never attempt to . violate 
the Rights of the Marriage-bed, or the Chaſtity of 
any Perſon whatſoever ; that we be honef} and juſt in 
all our Dealings, and ready to make full Reſtitution, 
if we have wronged any; that we be grateful to our 
Benefactors, kind to the Poor, and compaſſionate to 
all in Diſtreſs ; that we pity the Ignorant, and ſuch as 
are out of the Way, and endeavour, by ſeaſonable In- 
ſtruction, prudent Admonition, and a good Example, 
to bring them into the Paths of Truth and 3 
eis 
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ouſneſs; that wehavea tenderRegard for the Character dur 
and Reputation of others, and abſtain from ſlandering ver 

and reviling, or bearing falſe Witneſs againſt our Neigh- be 
bour ; that we love and ſpeak the Truth, and abhor Du 
Lying and Diſſimulation; that we be true to any Truſt 34 

committed to us, keep our Words, faithfully perform 6: 
our Covenants and Bargains, and be candid and ſincere © {| Col. 
in our whole Converſation ; that we be of a peacea- | ( 
ble Temper and Carriage towards all Men, and en- our 
deavour, as far as poſſible, to promote Peace and , 
Friendſhip among others; that we ſtudy to be uſe- are 
ful in the World, and do Good, according to our cha 
Capacities and Abilities, and be diligent and induſ- per 
trious in that State and Condition of Life it may pleaſe . be 
God to carve out for us, Matt. 5. 21, 22, 27, 28. Luke pur 
5 19. 8, and 6. 32, 33, 34. Coloſſ. 3. 15. Rom. 12. 13. our 
* Luke 3. 11. Prov. 19+ 17. Matt. 5+ 7, and 25. 35, 36. nor 
| Prov. 27- 5, 6. 1 Theſſ. 5. 14+ Matt. 5. 16. Tit. 3. 2. cou 
£1 Luke 3. I 4: Pſal. 15. 2, 3* Eph, 4 25+ Gal. 5 22. be 
t Phil. 4. 8. Rom. 12. 18. Matt. 5. 9. 1 Tim. 4. 13. We 
#1 Queſt. 16. bat ſhould be the Temper and Behaviour Cai 
5 of every Man, with Reference to his Appetites and Paſſions, at 5 
or what is the Duty of every Man towards himſelf ? | trar 
Anſw. The Duty of every one of us towards our fort 
ſelves, is, in general, this; That we ſhould conſider upo 
our ſelves as made in the Image of God, having rea- Ret 
ſonable and immortal Souls, but lodged in frail and dy 
mortal Bodies, and that therefore we ſhould endea- our 
vour, by all lawful and proper Means, to preſerve our * 
Lives, and to enjoy ſound Minds in ſound Bodies; but Th. 
we ſhould eſpecially take care to provide for the Hap- that 

ineſs of our immortal Souls in the future State; that 8. 

or theſe Ends we ſhould ſtudy to have our Minds fur- 26. 

niſhed with uſeful Knowledge, eſpecially the Know- 14 
ledge of the true Religion, and to cheriſh and improve 155 

all thoſe good Affections, and virtuous Diſpoſitions, 19 

which our wiſe and bountiful Creator has implanted in 
Our 
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our Nature, and that we ſhould endeavour ſo to go- 
vern our bodily Appetites and Paſſions, that we may 
be always ready to perform any other Part of our 
Duty, Gen-. 1. 27. Eccleſ. 12. . Job 14. 14. Acts 27. 
34. I Tim. 5. 23. Matt. 16. 26- Luke 10. 42. John 
6. 27. 2 Pet. 1. 5. He 4. 6. Phil. 4. 8. Gal. 5. 24. 
Col. 3. 5. : 

Quelt. x7: What are the particular Duties we owe tag 
our ſelves ? | 
- Anſw+ The particular Duties we owe to our ſelves 
are theſe, That we ſhould not, at any Time, be over- 
charged with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, but be tem- 
perate and ſober in all Things ; that we ſhould not 
be guilty of any Kinds or Acts of Uncleanneſs, but be 
pure and chaſte, both in our Diſpoſition and Behavi- 
our ; that we ſhould not be wiſe in our own Conceit, 
nor think of our ſelves, in any Reſpe&, or on any Ac- 
count, more highly than we ought to think, but ſhould 
be cloathed with Humility, and lowly in Mind ; that 
we ſhould not allow our ſelves to be angry without a 
Cauſe, or in any Degree that puts us beſide the Uſe 
of our Reaſon, or upon doing any Thing that iscon- 
trary to it, but ſhould be meek, gentle, and long-ſuf- 
fering ; that we ſhould not ſuffer the Sun to go down 
upon our Wrath, or Anger to reſt in our Boſom, or 
Revenge to boil within us, but ſhonld be always rea- 
dy to forgive and be reconciled ; rhat we ſhould have 
our Converſation without Covetouſneſs, and an anxi- 
ous Care for the World, being content with ſuch 
Things as we have, and patient under any Adverſities 
that may befal us, Luke 21+ 34: Eph. 5. 18. Matt. 5. 
e 8. Rom. 12+ 3, 16. 1 Pet. 5 5. Matt. 5 22. Eph: 4. 
26. Matt 5 5. Gal: 5. 22, 23- James 3. 17. Rom 12. 
14, 17, 19, 20, 21. Col. 3. 12, 13: Matt: 6: 12, 14, 
15- Heb. 13. 5. Phil: 4 6: Matt. 6. 25---34+ Luke 21. 
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Queſt. 18- What is the Nature of that Obedience which 
the Goſpel requires to its Laws? e 
Anſw. That Obedience which the Goſpel requires 
to its Laws, ſhould be ſincere, univerſal, conſtaut; and 
perſevering, performed with Chearfulneſs and . Zeal, 
and accompanied with Courage and Prudence, Phil. 
1. 10, James 2: 10. 1 Cor. 15. 58. Gal. 5-22. Tit. 2. 
14. 2 Let. 1. 6. 1 Cor. 16. 13. Maty- 10: 6. 

Queſt. 19. Hath not God denounced fearful Judgments 
againſt thoſe who diſobey the Laws of the Goſpel ! 
Anſw- Yes, he hath, in divers Places of the Hcly 
Scripture ; particularly, in 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10+ Know ye 
not that the Unrighteous ſhall not inkerit the Kingdom of 
God? Be not deceived ; neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, 
nor Adulterers, nor Effeminate, nor Abuſers of themſelves 
with Mankind, nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, 
nor Revilers, nor Extortiouers, ſhall inherit the Kingdom 
of God, Gal. 5- 19, 20, 21- Now the Works of the 
Fleſh are manifeſt, which are theſe ; Adultery, Fornication, 
Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, 
Variance, Emulations, Wryth, Strife, Seditions, Hereſies, 
Envyinge, Murders, Drunkenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch- like; 
. of the which I forewarn you, as I have 7 told you in 

Time paſt, that they which do ſuch Things, ſball not inherit 
the Kingdom f God. Rev. 21. 8. But the fearful and Un- 
believing, and the Abominable, and Murderers, and Whores 
mongers, and Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and all Liars, ſhall 
have. their Part inabe Lake which burneth with Fire and 
Brimſtone, which is the ſecond Death. See alſo Eph. 5 
g----6: Col. 3. F, 6. 


Queſt- 20+ How may thole who have been guilty of any 


of theſe Sins eſcape the Judgment of God, and be reſtored to 
the divine Favour ? 

Anſw- All thoſe who have tranſgreſſed any of the 
divine Laws, muſt, in order to eſcape the Judgments 
of God, and obtain his Favour, heartily and ſincere- 
ly repent them of their Sins, carnclily implore the Mer- 


cy 
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cy of God, through Jeſus Chriſt, and endeavour, for 
the futare, to walk in Newneſs of Life, Mart 9. 13. 
Acts 3. 19- 1 Cor- G. 11. 1 John 1+ 9, and 2+ 1, 25 
Rom- 6: 4- : | N 
Queſt. 21· Mierein does true Repentance confiſt ? 
Anſw. True Repentance conſiſts in forſaking our 
Sins, and returning to the Obedience of God's Laws 
with our whole Hearts, daily reforming whatever we 
find amiſs, either in our Temper or Converſation, and, 
conſtantly endeavouring to overcome our Infirmities, 
and to grow in Goodneſs and Virtue, Hai. 1- 16, 17: 
and 55 7: Prove 28. 13: Matt. 3- 8. 2 Cor. 7. 1 2 Pet: 
3. 18. 1 Theſſ-4-1. 2 Pet. 1. 5, 6, 7, 8: 8 
Quelt, 22+ Should not Repentance be early and ſpeedy ? 
And is there not great Danger in the Delay of it ? | 
Anſw.. There is ſuch a Deceitfulneſs in Sin, ſuch a 
Difficulty in reforming vicious Habits, and our Abode 
here is ſo ſhort and uncertain, that there is nothing 
more dangerous than to delay Repentance ; and there- 
fore, every one ſhould ſpeedily forſake his Sins, and 
return, without delay, to the Practice of Virrue and 
Righteouſneſs, Hl. 313. 15: Jer. 13. 23: Pſa 119: 
59. 60- | 
Quelt- 23 · What ſhould all, and eſpecially young People, 
learn from the Danger of delaying Repentance ? N 
Anſw- Young People, ſhould learn from this Conſi- 
deration, to remember their Creator in the Days of 
their Youth, and to conſecrate the Flower of their 
Age, and the Beginning of their Strength, to the Ser- 
vice of God, and the Practice of Piety and Virtue; 
they ſnould flee youthful Luſts, and all ſinful Pleaſures, 
as knowing that for all theſe Things God will bring 
them into Judgment; they ſhould carefully avoid the 
Snares they are expoſed to, eſpecially from Idleneſs 


and bad Company ; and they ſhould diligently apply 


themſelves to ſome uſeful Buſineſs, joining withal the 
attentive reading of the Holy Scriptures, and fervent 
2 Devo- 
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44 An Inftruttion in the Chriſtian Religion, 

+ Devotion towards God, Eccleſ 11-9, and 12+ 1, 2 Tim. 
2. Prov: 1: 10, and 4 14, 15, and 13. 10 -Pſal: 
*= 219. 9. 2 Tim. 3.15. | 
And from the ſame Conſideration, all ſhould learn to 
"ſeek the Lord while he may be found, to call upon him 

while he is near, to improve their Health and Time, 

an d embrace the preſent Seaſons and Opportunities of 


Action; and to live in a conſtant Expectation of their 
approaching Diſſolution, and a due Preparation for it, 


not knowiug how ſoon the Night may come upon 


them, when no Man can work, Jai. 55. 6+ Eccleſ 9. 
10. John 9. 4 | 


Queſt. 24+ But are there not ſome Duties required of 


us towards * Chriſt, as our Mediator ? 

Anſw. Yes, there are, and they are chiefly theſe ; 
That we believe in him, and receive him as our Pro- 
phet, Prieſt, and King, aſſenting to all the Doctrines 
he hath taught us, endeavouring to imitate his Exam- 
ple, looking for the Pardon of Sin, and Acceprance 
with God, only through the Efficacy of his Sacrifice 
and Interceſſion, honouring- and adoring him as our 
Lord and King, and being obedient to the Laws of 


his Kingdom, chat we love him ſincerely, and have a 


thankful Scuſe of his Kindneſs and Benefits to us; 
that we acknowledge him before Men, and make pub» 
lick Profeſſion of his Religion; that we be ready, if 
called to it, to deny our ſelves, to take up our Croſs 
and follow him; and that, expecting him to be our 
final judge, we rejoice in him, in hope of that eternal 
Reward he will beſtow og us in that Day, John 1. 12. 
and 13+ 15- 1 John 2: 6: Eph: 1.6, 7. John 5. 22, 23. 
Matt. 11. 28, 29, 30. I Pet. 1. 8. Mark 8: 34, 38. 
Rev · 1: 6, and 5. 9, 10, 12, 13. 8 


Quelſi- 25: And are there not ſome Duties incumbent on 


» 


ur, with relation to the Holy Spirit? | 
Anſu. Our Duty, with relation to the Holy Spi- 


rit, is to receive, with Faith, Love, and — 
thoſe 


by way of 2 weſtion and Anſwer. as 
thoſe Holy Qracles that were given by his Inſpiration ; 
to pray for his Aſſiſtance to ſubdue our Corruptions,and 
to attain to an Habit of Holineſs and Virtue; not to re- 
ſiſt, quench, or grieve the Spirit, or, by any deliberate 
or habitual Sins, to provoke him to depart from us, but 
to give up our lelves to his Guidance, and keep our 
Souls and Bodies as meet Temptes and Habitations 
for him to dwell in, and to abound in his Fruits, 2 
Tim. 3. 15, 16, 17 Luke 11:13: As 7. 51. Lob. 4. 
30. 1 Zim- 5+ 19+ 1 Cor- 6+ 19. Eph: 2: 2%, and 5:9, 
18. Gal. 5 22, 23. Sel 
Queſt. 26. What Iuſtructious has our Lord given us con- 
cerning the Duty of Prayer ? » nay 
Anſw. He hath: taught us to pray after this Man- 
ner; Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy 
Name- Thy Kingdom come. Thy Will be done in Earth 
as it is in Heaven. Give us this Day our daily. Bread. 
And forgive us our Debts, as we forgive our Debtors. And 
lead us not into Temptation, but deliver us from Evil : For 
thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, for 
ever* Amen · Matt- 6+ 9— 13 
Queſt. 27- Mat do we chiefly defire of God in this 
P; ayer ? | | | | 
7 In this Prayer we chiefly ask of God, our 
| heavenly Father, who is the Giver of all Good, that 
he would grant unto us, and to all Men, that we may 
worſhip and obey him, as we ought to do; that to this 
End he would ſend his Goſpel through the World, 
that all the Inhabitants of the Earth may come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth; that he would be pleaſed: 
to grant us thoſe Things that are needful for the Sup» 
port of our Lives; that he would be merciful to us in 
the Pardon of our Sins, and give us Grace to obey him 
for the time to come; that he would keep us from the 
Power of Temptation, deliver us from every evil Way 
and Work, and preſerve us to his heavenly Kingdom, 
2 Tim. 3 1. As 14 17. Heb, 4: 16. Matt: 26+4t- 
2 Tim 4 18: / Queſt. 


= 26 41 Diftrofion in the Chriſtian Religion, 
+ *Quett 28. Mpat farther Directions hath be given us 
Concerning the Performance of divine Worſhip ? 
Au. He hath directed us to perform divine Wor- 
ſhip, and offer up all our Prayers, Praiſes, and Thanks- 
givings unto God, our heavenly Father, in the Name 
of Jeſus Chriſt, our bleſſed Mediator, and by the Aſ- 
fiſtance of the Holy Spirit, John 16. 23, 24 Col. 3. 17. 
Eph. 2. 18. 3 f 

Queſt. 29. Are we not required, in Scripture, to have 

public Aſſemblies for the Worſhip of God, and our Inſtru- 
ction in Religion? TY * 

Anſw. It appears, from ſeveral Paſſages of Holy 
Scripture, that it is our Duty to aſſemble our ſelves 
together in united Societies for publick Worſhip and 
Inſtruction; and it is very agreeable to the Light of 
Nature that we ſhould do ſo; the firſt Day of the 

Week, commonly called the Lord's-Day, has been, in 

all Ages of the Church, ſer a-part for that End, Act, g. 
31, and 13- 1, and 14-23, 27, and 15. 35, 41, and 6. 
5, and 20. 17, 28- 1 Cor. 11-16, 17, 18, 20, 22, 33, 
34, and 14. 5, 19, 23, 26---35, and 16. 1, 19. Gal. 
I; 2--22+ 1 Tim. 1. 1. Heb: 10. 19—25 · James 1: 
21, and 2: 2, 3. John 6:9- Rev. 1- 4, 20. 

Queſt· 30. Do not the Scriptures make mention of an 
Order of Men to prefide in Chriſtian Aſſemblies , and in- 
firuft them in Religion? 

Anſw. The Scriptures ſpeak frequently of an Or- 
der of Men, whoſe Buſineſs it is to inſtruct the Peo- 
ple committed to their Care in the Doctrines of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and perſwade them to the Practice 
of Holineſs and Virtue ; to preſide in the ſeveral Parts 
of publick Worſhip, and in the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, 
according to the Laws of Chriſt, and they are com- 
monly called by the Names of Paſtors and Teachers, 
and Miniſters of the Goſpel : And this alſo is very a- 
greeable to the Light of Nature, being uſeful for the 


decent and orderly Performance of publick Worfhp, 
| and 


by way-of Q veſtion and Anſwer. 


o 


gion in the World. od 
Act, 13. 1. and 14. 23, and 20. 17, 28. Eph-4. 1 1. 


Phil. 1. I. 1 Tio 5+ 17. 19+ 1 TheH. 5. 12, 13. 1 TI 
'2; 18590. 2 Tims 2* 2* Titus 1. 1 Heb. 13. 7. 17, 


24. James 5+ 14. 1 Pet. 5. 1-4. 
Queſt. 3 1. But ſhould not Fathers and Heads of Fami- 


lies, perform religious Worſhip, with the Members of their 
Families, and inſtruf# them, as well as they are able, in R-— 


ligion and Virtue? And ſhonld not every one praftiſe De- 


votion in ſecret ? 


Anſw. The Practice of Family-worſhip and Inſtru- 


ction, as alſo of ſecret Devotion, being very condu- 


cive to preſgęve in the Minds of Men a conſtant 


Senſe of R ion and Virtue, in the midſt of their 


worldly Afﬀalts,; it is plainly the Intereſt, as well as 
the Duty of every one, carefully to obſerve it; and they 
ſhould perform ſuch Duties with Seriouſneſs, Reve- 
rence and Attention- | 

Queſt, 32- Hath Chriſt appointed any Rite Admiſſi- 
on into his Church? 

Anſw. Yes, he hath appointed Baptiſm; that is, 
being waſhed with Water in (or into) the Name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, in Token of 
becoming the Diſciples of Chriſt, Members of his 
Church, and obliged ro obey his Laws, Matt. 28: 18, 
1 

Queſt- 33 · Hath Chriſt appointed any Memorial of his 
own Sufferings and Death? | 

Anſu · He hath commanded. us to take Bread and 
Wine, and, having given Thanks, to eat of the Bread, 
and drink of the Wine, with Reverence and Devoti- 
on, in thankful Remembrance that he died for us, and 
in Token of our Fellowſhip with him as our Head 
and King, and with all our Chriſtian Brethren, as 
Members of the ſame Body, and Subjects of the ſame 


Kingdom, Matt. 26+ 26, 27, 28+: 1 Cor 11, 23z— 29, 


* 10. 16, 17: Queſt, 
* | 
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48 : An Jiſtruction in the Chriſtian Relgion, A 
-"Queſt- 34: What is required of thoſe who come to the © 


- g A 


Lord -Supper? 


Auſw: It is required of thoſe who would come t6- 


the Lord's- Supper, or perform any other Part of di- 
vine Worſhip in an acceptable Manner, to examine 
themſelves, Whether they repent them truly of their 


former Sins, ſtedfaſtly purpoſing, and ſincerely endeg- 


vouring, to lead a new Life; whether they have a 
thankful Remembrance of the Death of Chriſt, and à 


juſt Senſe of the Advantages we enjoy by the Gol- 3 


pel; and whether they have a ſincere Love to their 


Chriſtian Brethren, and to all Men, 1 Cor. 5: 7, 8, and 


I I. 28. . 


Queſt 35. What is the chief Deſn 77 the Goſpel In- 


ſtitutions? 


Anſw. The chief Deſign of the Inſtitutions of the 


Goſpel is, to preſerve always, in the Minds of Men, 
lively and ſerious Impreſſions of the Being and Pro» 
vidence of God, the Certainty of a future State, the 


Obligations of Religion, and the great Advantages of - 


an holy and virtuous Life; that, by all theſe Means, 
they may be render'd uſeful and ſerviceable oac "to 
another, while they are here, and may he prepared and 
qualified for eternal Happineſs hereufter, Epb- 4. 11, 


12, 13, 14515, 16. BY 
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